
 

Nuxeo 2020 Low Code Research

The ‘Low Code’ 
Imperative

A growing appetite
for more agile ways
of harnessing critical
enterprise content
assets

  

The speed of response has become essential. 
The crisis is affecting businesses, supply chains, and 
consumers right now.

37% 
                     more effective when working
                     from home 

35% 
                      working mostly from home 

32% 
                      effective use of content

31% 

30% 

There is more pressure to 
make company collaboration 

 

It is harder to collaborate 
with other developers when 

There is more pressure from 
the business to make more 

There is more pressure to   
launch applications quicker 

We need to be more 
innovative  

29% The market is ever-changing and we need to react faster 

    How has the Covid-19 
pandemic affected 
your role in software 
development?  

↓

The digital transformation imperative has intensified 
and accelerated as the Covid-19 pandemic has 
disrupted entire markets 

70% 
of respondents 

agree

 "Digital transformation 
has become more of a 
priority in my organisation 
since Covid-19" ↓

But developers are facing challenges... 

"I lack the tools to 
build applications 
and products quickly 
enough to meet 
deadlines." 47%

 "My organisation 
has abandoned 
application projects 
because they took 
too long"

44%

On average, how 
long does it take 
your organisation to 
complete a typical 
content-based 
application?  ↓ 

Average 3,6 months

Up to 1 
month

2 to 3 
months

I don't know1 to 2 
months

> than 3 
months 

N/A  
don't use 
content-
based 
applications 
in my 
organisation

10.5%

22%

3% 2%

19.5%

43%

…and content access issues.

New emphasis on 
organisations’ ability to 

manage content assets online

Dispersal of 
teams +
=

Growing reliance 
on digital channels 

What is the most 
common reason that 
a content-based 
application project would 
be abandoned in your 
organisation? 

It is taking too long
 15%

We ran out of project budget
 15%

Initial requirements were poorly defined
 21%

We were unable to respond quickly enough 
to changing market requirements

 22%

We did not have the right tools to complete 
the application

 16%

Other reason
4%

I don't know
 7%

Content-based application projects proved a particular 
challenge in 2020 

The hero of the hour: low-code development tools

Heightened demand for low-code

Use of low-code is on a sharp upward trajectory

Boosting business transformation 

Focusing developers’ skills & time

‘Low-code’ [ loh kohd ] 
Low-code tooling makes developers more efficient, by 
allowing them to re-use existing components and 
templates to speed up application delivery.

How frequently do you use low-code 
development tools in your work?  ↓  

Occasionally 
once a 
week or less

A lot 
almost 
every day

Rarely
only used 
them once or 
twice

Never

44%

36%

16%

4%

I agree with the following 
statements  55% My employer encourages me to use low-code development 

                     tools

64% My use of low-code tools has increased in 2020 (post- 
                      pandemic lockdown)

60% I use low-code development tools specifically for content- 
                     based applications, i.e. apps 
                     that provide access to 
                     information or content

What percentage of your application 
development do you think will be low-code  
by 2022?  ↓  

3150  

38.5%
030 

22.5%
4170  

34%
71100  

0%
I don’t know  

5%

It simplifies the development process
 35%

It accelerates digital transformation
 25%

The company can be more innovative
 25%

It helps us to differentiate from the competition
 25%

It improves customer experience
 24%

It makes the business more agile
 24%

The company can bring applications to market 
much quicker

 24%

It increases productivity 
 23%

It increases efficiency
 22%

What do you see as 
the main benefits 
of low-code 
development to your 
business?  ↓

What do you see as the main benefits  
of low-code development to you?  ↓ 

40% I can stay in touch with the latest development tools

35% It makes for more effective use of my time

32% I can do more varied and interesting work

31% I gain skills that will aid me in my future career

27% My work performance is improved  

29% I feel that I bring more value to the organisation

23% I enjoy my work more

Agility is everything in a post-Covid world: businesses 
are moving to secure their futures

What percentage of your application 
development would you want to be low-code 
by 2022? ↓  

3150  

39%
030 

14.5%
4170  

35%
71100  

5.5%
I don’t know  

6%

*The research was conducted by OnePoll for Nuxeo with 200 UK software 
developers between October 8-16 2020.
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